
G oodpasture Christian School’s Fine Arts Center provided a beautiful new location 
for the Madison-Rivergate Area Chamber of Commerce (MRACC) Annual Awards 

Banquet on January 21 . The event, which was sponsored by Pinnacle Financial Partners, 
Odom’s Tennessee Pride Sausage Co. and the Madison Suburban Utility District, was a 
grand celebration of the accomplishments of 2009 and the goals of 2010. Over 85 Mem-
bers gathered on the rainy evening for hors d'oeuvres and conversation, followed by      
dinner and the awards ceremony. 
 
The dinner was served by Movable Feast and the room was festively decorated in bright colors and beautiful flower arrange-
ments donated by Jerry Hankins and The Ivy Basket.   
 
The Chamber’s ‘Women In Business’ Committee hosted a Coffee Bar, with cappuccinos, lattes, and more made by the gourmets 
at Kickin’ Coffee and Tea. They also hosted a silent auction with a variety of themed baskets.  The proceeds raised, totaling over 
$500, will go toward a grant to help a young graduating lady coming out of high school and going straight into the work force.  
 
Following dinner, outgoing 2009 MRACC President Jim Forkum welcomed everyone to the event and then Norman Slate said 
the invocation.  Lori Corley led the singing of the “Star Spangled Banner”.  Jim continued by recognizing the official guests, 
Representative Mike Turner, Don Deering and Don Majors from Congressman Cooper’s Office, Buck Dozier, and Vic 
Lineweaver.  

 
The presentation of awards recognized people and businesses who went 
the extra mile for MRACC over the past year.  Please see the insert in 
this newsletter for a complete listing of the night's winners. 
 
Following the awards, Forkum reflected on the accomplishments of the 
past year, saying he enjoyed our monthly Chamber luncheons the most 
because “I loved talking with our members.” He thanked the 2009 Cham-
ber Board and expressed his appreciation to outgoing Board members, 
Sandi Richardson and Todd Hunley.   
 
Forkum installed the new incoming members that will serve a three-year 
term on the MRACC Board: Sandy Richter, Dunn Pontiac-Buick-GMC; 
Karen Ramsey, Miller’s Florist; Shay Martin, Region’s Bank; and Sid 

...continued on page 2 

New 2010 Board President makes her 
first ‘official’ speech. 

The MRACC’s 2010 Board of Directors. 
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Durham, Madison Funeral Home.  These new officers were installed to a one-year 
term: Kent Cochran, President-Elect; Jennifer Todd, Vice-President; Donna Har-
man, Secretary;  Jim Forkum , Past President; and Ray Tate, Treasurer.  Jim Forkum 
then led the installation of incoming 2010 President, Lori Corley .   
 
Corley addressed the crowd, saying she is “honored to have been chosen” for the po-
sition. After being a part of the Madison community for over eight years, she said she 
has found our town “full of people who encourage each other.” “I hope we can con-
tinue to encourage each other 
and better  our community.” 
 
Several people were appreciated 
by light-hearted “roasting” from 
Debbie Pace. She presented cer-
tificates of thanks to Keith Hall, 
Ron Miller, Lisa O’Guinn,        
Nathan Massey, Steve Shoul-
ders, and Sid Durham for their 
gifts of their time to the Cham-
ber and/or Community.   
 
In closing, Debbie Pace honored 
Forkum and expressed the 
Chamber’s appreciation of his 
dedication and support of the Chamber by presenting him with the 2009 Gavel 
plaque.   

It  has been a wonderful 8 years that I have been involved in the Madison com-
munity.   There are so many people who have encouraged me and believed in 

me during my time at Madison Station. First, Ben Tyler and the Advisory Board 
who interviewed me at 28 years old at Madison Station.  They helped me to learn 
the rich history of this community and supported me from day 1.  Doug Odom, who 
told everyone not to hire "some young gal" to run Madison Station, has become one 
of my very best friends and has taught me so much.  Gilda York took me to my first 
Kiwanis and Chamber Meetings and introduced me  
to most of you.   
 
J.D. Elliott has continued to entrust us with funds 
from the Memorial Foundation each year to sustain 
our success.  Rebecca Ramsay, Jennifer Todd, Sandi 
Richardson, and so many other ladies who have en-
couraged me as a young woman and business leader.  
Buck Dozier and I have been through more storms 
and chaos than I ever imagined  I would weather and 
still came out ahead.   
  
All of this to say, our community is full of people who believe in and encourage 
each other.  As we go forward into 2010, I pray that I will be one who will encour-
age you.  Our membership needs to grow to reach the potential that we have to 
make Madison an even better place to live, work, shop, and worship.  I believe in 
you. 
 
Lori Corley, 2010 MRACC Board President 
Director of FiftyForward Madison Station 
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Attendees enjoyed a wonderful dinner  
provided by Movable Feast.  
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The Madison-Rivergate Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet honored many individuals and businesses for 
their outstanding representation of our community in 2009. Outgoing 2009 Chamber Board President Jim Forkum and 
Executive Director Debbie Pace, presented the following awards: 
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Sid Durham,  
Madison Funeral Home 

���������
�����������
�����������
�����������
��� ���
����
�������
�������
�������
���  

Maybelle Carter  
Retirement Life  

Community 
(Jennifer Todd accepting) 
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Steve Shoulders,  
Community Planners, Inc. 
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Hickory Gardens  
Assisted Living 

(Janel Pittman accepting) 
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Mike Rains 
Sheriff Daron Hall’s Office 
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Goodpasture Christian 

School 
(Goodpasture President 
Ricky Perry accepting) 
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Cathy Hoormann 

Kickin’ Coffee and Tea 
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Jim Forkum 
2009 Board President 
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Ray Tate,  
FirstBank 
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The MRACC is thrilled to announce that our 12th Annual Golf Tournament will be held at the award-winning Gaylord 
Springs Golf Links this year. This fundraising event will take place Thursday, April 22nd . Registration, lunch and the 
putting contest will be held from 10:00 am-12:00 pm, with the shotgun start taking place at 12:00 pm. 
 

Designed by US Open and PGA champion Larry Nelson, 
Gaylord Springs’ Scottish links-style, par-72 layout offers 18 
challenging holes bordered by limestone bluffs. The course 
has won numerous awards throughout the years including 
being voted one of the Best Places to Play by Golf Digest for 
2008-2009 
 
Cost to play in the Tournament is $140 per individual or 
$550 per team of four. Credit cards are accepted.  A 
registration form can be downloaded from our website: 
madisonrivergatechamber.com, and one will be mailed to all 
members soon.   
 
Sponsorships are available, including exclusive hole 
sponsors, prize sponsors and many more. Please call the 
Chamber office at 865-5400 if you would be interested! 

 

Keith Hall  
“Illustrious Potentate” 

Debbie Pace, our MRACC Executive Director,              
presented certificates at the Annual Banquet to  

thank the following people for sharing their gifts of  
time to the Chamber and/or Community.   

Steve Shoulders 
Honorary Member of the  

Women in Business 

Ron Miller 
“Sales” Award 

Lisa O’Guin 
“Ball of Fire” 

Sid Durham 
“Chief Auctioneer” 

Nathan Massey 
“Soap Box” Award 

 

Sid Durham shows off his 
‘auctioneer’ skills by having  

Phil Barnes model a ladder up for 
auction.  
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Business Highlight of the Month 
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We are featuring a different Chamber Member every month. Shay 
Martin of Region's Bank and new Board Member, is visiting the 

members to get the their perspective of their business. 
 

Walking into FirstBank of Goodlettsville, the traditional bank 
atmosphere is missing; but with Jackie Pond there to greet you 
and handle your business, and Ray Tate to offer you guidance 
from his 16 years of financial expertise, you begin to settle in 
quickly.  FirstBank has recently begun their stretch to our 
community; and will open a new location in March on Confer-
ence Drive.   Being a banker myself, the ins and outs of a full 
service financial institution are easy for me to write about; so 
needless to say it is my duty to find the difference between 
First Bank and everyone else.  
 
Ray Tate joined FirstBank in Goodlettsville with the intent to 
provide first-class financial service and build his branch clien-
tele from the ground up.  Quite simply, customer service is the 
only option to differentiate yourself from your competitors.  
The Sumner County President caught me by surprise: it is not 
often you find bank executives on stand-by, ready to assist 
customers.  In fact, he laid it out clearly by stating “My 
strength is helping my customers and that is something I won’t 
give up”.  This philosophy is matched by Jackie’s kindness 
and attentiveness to customers.  The two of them are looking 
to make their customers part of the banking family, expand 
that family and truly represent First Bank, whose slogan hap-
pens to be ‘Where You Matter Most’. 
 
One pleasing aspect of FirstBank, which has been around for 
104 years and is currently Tennessee’s largest independent 
bank, is the combination of local and centralized decision mak-
ing when it comes to loan applications.  This means Ray has 
input when he knows a good loan needs some extra leverage; 
there’s no need to call out-of-state headquarters to handle his 
clients’ business.   If you are looking for a reliable banker and 
folks happy to know you and your financial needs, give Ray 
Tate and Jackie Pond at First Bank of Goodlettsville a call; 
they want your business.  I have to confess, I am considering 
opening a second checking account to earn 3.75% APR on my 
average balance; that is practically unheard of in this econ-
omy!   

CHARTER  
        142 
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  to Chip Pitzer, who received his     
Certificate of Enrollment with the Internal Revenue 

Service. He is now an Enrolled Agent, which is a       
wonderful achievement. His father, C. David Pitzer, 

CPA, CVA, is extremely proud, as are we all!  

Please support our friends at FiftyForward Madison Station by 
attending the 'Whistle Stop Banquet and Silent Auction' on 
Saturday, March 11. This is the Center's biggest fundraiser of 
the year.  
 
The event will be held at FiftyForward Madison Station. A 
reception and the silent auction begin at 5:30 pm and dinner 
begins at 6:30 pm.  Individual tickets cost $65; a table of 8 
costs $500. Please call FiftyForward at 860-7180 to make your 
reservation.   
  
They are also in need of items for the Auction. If you or your 
business can donate items, gift certificates or services, please 
also call 860-7180. 

834 EASTMEADE AVENUE 
MADISON, TN 37115 
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Our monthly Chamber Luncheons resume on February 18 at 11:45 
a.m. at Piccadilly Cafeteria.  This is a wonderful opportunity to net-
work with other Madison businesses and local government leaders as 
well as catch up with friends! If you are interested in being an 
Ambassador for this event, please meet Karen Ramsey and 
Debbie Pace at Piccadilly at 11:15�

Our first Breakfast Bytes of 2010 will be held 
Thursday, February 4 at 7:30 am. Our host is 
Skyline Medical Center. This event is sponsored 
by the Madison-Rivergate Area Chamber of  Com-
merce and the Goodlettsville Chamber of Commerce.  Our 
jackpot is now $390 so you don’t want to miss your chance to win!!  

Standard Mail 
U.S. Postage Mail 

Nashville, TN    
Permit #626  

Address  
Correction  
Requested 

<'�'�=�;�8���
�������	���������"�

�

������

 "� #!" # -��� ��� �
����

 "� #!" #�--!�

�

������

2�������
&3��������0��(�
�'%�3�

�

����
 3��������0��(�
�%.�36��'%�3�
�

 

���������	�
������������	�
������������	�
������������	�
���	 			
���
�����	���
��
�	�					����	��	

�������	���� ��	!��"�
	
 

�#$�%#�	&�%!���	����������#$�%#�	&�%!���	����������#$�%#�	&�%!���	����������#$�%#�	&�%!���	���������	 			
��"�
����	���
��
�	'					'���	��()����	��	
!�"�	�*��	!��+��	,��"��	��"�*���"	!��
 �	

 
�-��.	&/�%%#%0	����#-%�-��.	&/�%%#%0	����#-%�-��.	&/�%%#%0	����#-%�-��.	&/�%%#%0	����#-%				

��������	���
��
�	1	�"	����	��	
			!�����
	-22� ��	

				
																																																																/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�	 			

															$���������	���
��
�	)�	5���	��			
															!�����
	-22� �	

	
																																																																																				$-��%	#%	�,�#%���	�$-��%	#%	�,�#%���	�$-��%	#%	�,�#%���	�$-��%	#%	�,�#%���	����#%0���#%0���#%0���#%0				

																				���
�����	���
��
�	))	
																				6���	+�		!�����
	-22� �	

 
																																																																																																				����,��
	!4�����	����,��
	!4�����	����,��
	!4�����	����,��
	!4�����		 			

																																																																																												/,%!4�-%/,%!4�-%/,%!4�-%/,%!4�-%				
																								���
�����	���
��
�	)5				)) ��6	��	

																					&�  ������	!�2�"�
��	
	

																																																																																																				/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�/��.�	�3!4�%0�	 			
																								$���������	���
��
�	7�		

																										5���	��		!�����
	-22� �	
	

������������������
��������������	�
����

�

Our Women in Business just completed one successful fund-
raiser (see front page) and are now ready to plan their first an-
nual WIB luau.  This is going to be a GRAND event, and they 
need YOUR ideas!  They hope to have this event in July, which 
leaves only 5 meetings to bring it all together.  Their next meet-
ing is February 11. Ladies, please make an effort to come to 
these meetings! 
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